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Wallingford, Connecticut                                                                                                                            

August 20, 2024

Special Town Council Meeting                                                                                                                    Agenda


TOWN OF WALLINGFORD, CONNECTICUT
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

Robert F. Parisi Council Chambers 

August 20, 2024

6:30 P.M.

RECORD OF VOTES & MINUTES

The Town Council Meeting on Tuesday, August 20, 2024 was called to order at 6:30 p.m. The Pledge of Allegiance was said.  Councilors in attendance were Autumn Allinson, Craig Fishbein, Thomas Laffin, Christina Tatta, Vincent Testa, Christopher Regan video call, Jesse Reynolds and Chairman Joseph A. Marrone III. Mayor Vincent Cervoni, Corporation Counsel Janis Small, Comptroller Tim Sena and Town Clerk Kristen Panzo were also present. Councilor Samuel Carmody was absent. 
1.
Pledge of Allegiance  
2.
Roll Call 
Presentation of Certificates of Recognition and Jackets for Boys LHHS Indoor Track

Connecticut State Champions.

3.
Consent Agenda
3a. 
Consider and approve Tax Refunds totaling $4,129.22 (#14-#27) 


Acct. #1001001- 41020 - Tax Collector


3b.
Consider and approve a Transfer in the amount of $11,000 from ARPA-Municipal Doolittle Cameras, Acct. #23940320-58830-AM001 to ARPA-Municipal Recreation Gym Floors, Acct. #23940320-58830-TBD – Parks & Recreation
3c.
Consider and approve a Transfer in the amount of $7,500 from Capital – Police Cruisers, Acct. #10020050 57000 01304 to Maintenance of Vehicles, 
Acct. #10020050 54320 – Police Dept.
3d.
Acceptance of Federal/State Highway Safety Grant “FY 2024 Speed and Aggressive Driving Enforcement” and consider and approve Appropriation of funds in the amount of $39,387 to Revenue Highway Safety, Acct. #1002001-45208 and to Police Overtime, Acct. #10020050-51400 – Police Dept. 
3e.
Consider and approve Re-Appropriation of Project Graduation Funds into 2024-2025 Council on Substance Abuse budget for Project Graduation in the amount of $478 to Revenue, Acct. #2324002-49000 and to Expenditures, Acct. #23240150-58252 – Y&SS 
3f.
Acceptance of Donation in memory of Guy Russo for youth sports scholarships and consider and approve Appropriation of funds in the amount of $1,810 to Revenue, Acct. #2134002-47152 and to Expenditures, Acct. #21340100-58830 – Y&SS
3g.
Acceptance of Operation Fuel Grant and consider and approve Appropriation of funds in the amount of $475 to Revenue, Acct. #2134002-47152 and to Expenditures, Acct. #21340100-58830 – Y&SS
3h.
Acceptance of Wallingford STEM Academy “ARPA Summer Enrichment” Grant and consider and approve Appropriation of funds in the amount of $37,000 to Revenue, Acct. #2264002-47152 and to Expenditures, Acct. #22640150-58830 – Y&SS 
3i.
Consider and approve a Transfer in the amount of $2,372 from Regular Salaries & Wages, Acct. #10050050-51000 to Capital Acct. Carpeting Hallways, 
Acct. #10050050-57000-01340 – Parks & Recreation
3j.
Consider and approve FY 2023-2024 Budget Transfer in the amount of $110,200 - Sewer Div.

$ 85,000   From:  Maintenance Collection System Expenses
 Acct. #46100673


$ 25,200   From:  Salaries




 Acct. #46100920


$110,200  To:  Attendant & Laboratory Expenses

 Acct. #46100642

3k.
Consider and approve FY 2024-2025 Budget Amendment and Appropriation of funds in the amount of $1,224 from Retained Earnings, Acct. #N/A to Admin-Injuries and Damages, Acct. #925 – Electric Div. 
3l.
Consider and approve FY 2024-2025  Budget Amendment and Appropriation of funds in the amount of $199 from Retained Earnings, Acct. #N/A to Admin-Property Insurance Expense, Acct. #924 – Electric Div. 

3m.
Consider and approve FY 2023-2024 Budget Transfer in the amount of $60,000 – Electric Div.


$45,000  From:  Distribution Operations-Underground Line
            Acct. #584


$15,000  From:  Distribution Maint.-Station Equipment

Acct. #592


$60,000  To:  Distribution Maint.- Maintenance Overhead Lines     Acct. #593  
3n.
Consider and approve FY 2023-2024 Budget Appropriation in the amount of $356,358 from Retained Earnings, Acct. #N/A to Various-per attachment, 
Acct. #VAR – Electric Div.
3o.
Consider and approve FY 2023-2024 Budget Appropriation in the amount of $1,643,248 from Retained Earnings, Acct. #N/A to Accounts per attached Memo, Acct. #Various – Electric Div. 
3p.
Consider and approve a Transfer in the amount of $262,000 from Contingency -Accrued Expenses, Acct. #10019000-58821 to Exp.-  Fire - Overtime, 
Acct. #10020150-51400 – Comptroller 
3q.
Consider and approve FY 2023-2024 Transfer in the amount of $1,150 from Longevity, Acct. #10012100-51700 to Unemployment Insurance, 
Acct. #10012100-52970 – Human Resources 
3r.
Consider and approve a Transfer in the amount of $15,000 from Contingency-Misc. Expenses, Acct. #10019000-58820 to Exp. PS-Consulting, 
Acct. #10011000-56774 – Mayor 
3s.
Consider and approve Merit Review Board (2) – Human Resources 

3t.
Consider and approve revisions to the Maintainer 1 – Water Division Job Description – Human Resources 

3u.
Consider and approve Appointment of Jeffrey Knickerbocker effective immediately to fill an alternate vacancy on the Board of Ethics for a term of three (3) years and expiring on March 1, 2026 – Mayor 

3v.
Adopt a Resolution authorizing Mayor Cervoni to apply for and accept a grant for the restoration of the historic train station – Public Works

3w.
Approve Town Council Minutes of July 23, 2024 and Special Town Council Minutes of August 7, 2024.
MOTION WAS MADE to approve Consent items 3a-3u and 3w as amended.

MADE BY: TATTA

SECONDED BY: REGAN


ALL MEMBERS PRESENT WERE IN FAVOR

4.
Items Removed from the Consent Agenda
3v has been removed from consent. 

3v.
Adopt a Resolution authorizing Mayor Cervoni to apply for and accept a grant for the restoration of the historic train station – Public Works

MOTION WAS MADE to approve 3v.
MADE BY: TATTA

SECONDED BY: LAFFIN
Don Crouch, Economic Development Specialist stated that this grant will only be for the exterior of the building. 
Councilor Reynolds was curious as how this relates to the Train Station itself and the RFP.

Corporation Counsel Small stated that council should have received a letter previously from the Public Works Director explaining what is going to be done. 

Councilor Fishbein discussed the backup that was given. The language for the grant application was discussed. The uses for the train station were discussed. 
Councilor Testa discussed the restrictions on the building that was brought up. He discussed applying for the grant and the process. He thinks the grant is a good thing. 

Councilor Tatta asked about the conditions associated with the grant. She asked the question of what would happen if the town decided to sell the train station. 

Councilor Regan discussed how the grant was written and what the train station can be used for according to the language in the grant. 
Amy Gurges asked about what types of structures cannot be put into the train station. She asked if the interior would be subdivided. 
ROLL CALL

ALLINSON: AYE

CARMODY: ABSENT
FISHBEIN: NAY
LAFFIN: AYE

REGAN: AYE

REYNOLDS: AYE

TATTA: NAY
TESTA: AYE

MARRONE: AYE

6- AYE

2- NAY
1- ABSENT
MOTION: PASSED
Councilor Testa discussed the language of the grant and what the train station can be used for. 
Councilor Laffin trusts that the Law Department will iron all of the details out when putting a use for the Train Station.

Councilor Fishbein thinks broader language would be better for the grant application. 
Councilor Testa talked about having the opportunity to review the grant and the language even after applying for it. 
Councilor Tatta wanted to clarify the wording of the agenda item. 
Mayor Cervoni mentioned the grant. 
5.
PUBLIC QUESTION & ANSWER PERIOD
No one from the public spoke. 
6.
Discussion of old business – Chairman Marrone
(a) Update on Hidden Brook Lane

Corporation Counsel Small stated the town is in receipt of an AS-Built. It has been under review 
by the Town Engineer she mentioned. There are questions that need to be answered by the Town
Planner and the Town Engineer. Questions and comments will be submitted to the developer. 
7.
6:30 p.m. Conduct a Public Hearing and consider and act on the following ordinance entitled: 
AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING $905,000 FOR THE REPLACEMENT OF BOILERS AT LYMAN HALL HIGH SCHOOL AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS OF THE TOWN AND NOTES IN ANTICIPATION OF SUCH BONDS IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $905,000 TO FINANCE SAID APPROPRIATION.

MOTION WAS MADE to approve item #7.
MADE BY: TATTA

SECONDED BY: LAFFIN

A voice vote was taken and everyone was in favor. 
8.
6:30 p.m. Conduct a Public Hearing and consider and act on an Amendment to the Seasonal Outdoor Dining Ordinance.
MOTION WAS MADE to approve item #8.
MADE BY: TATTA

SECONDED BY: LAFFIN
Councilor Fishbein asked Justin Rossetti, Building Official to speak about this Public Hearing
item. He mentioned he gets complaints about the lack of barriers on the sidewalks. 
Justin Rossetti, Building Official spoke about not receiving any complaints about the lack of
barriers and why they are not enforced. He mentioned that he drew a green 4’ line acting as a

physical barrier to let people walking on the sidewalk know to stay clear of the tables. He
mentioned the barrier restriction was created by the Town of Wallingford and not the State.

Mayor Cervoni stated that he was not aware of any calls to his office complaining about
the lack of barriers. 

Councilor Laffin pointed out the discussion at one of the past Ordinance meetings. 
ROLL CALL

ALLINSON: AYE

CARMODY: ABSENT
FISHBEIN: NAY
LAFFIN: AYE

REGAN: AYE

REYNOLDS: AYE

TATTA: AYE
TESTA: ABSENT
MARRONE: AYE

6- AYE

2- NAY
2- ABSENT
MOTION: PASSED
9.
6:30 p.m. Conduct a Public Hearing and consider and act on the Line of Duty Determination ordinance.
MOTION WAS MADE to approve item #9.
MADE BY: TATTA

SECONDED BY: LAFFIN


A voice vote was taken and eight out of the nine councilors were in favor. 



Councilor Testa left the meeting at 7:20pm. 

10. 
Consider and approve Bid Waiver to enter into an Interlocal Contract for Cooperative Purchasing via the HGAC to purchase a new Frazer Ambulance for $303,725 – Fire Dept. 
MOTION WAS MADE to approve item #10.
MADE BY: TATTA

SECONDED BY: LAFFIN
Sam Wilson, Deputy Fire chief introduced himself. 
Councilor Fishbein asked if the remaining ARPA fund of $305,000 would be used to cover this
vehicle purchase. Deputy Chief Wilson said it would be. Deputy Chief Wilson went over the 
ARPA money they had received and what is was supposed to be used for. 

Chairman Marrone asked about the type of ambulance this item is. He asked why the Fire 

Department choses the large ambulance over the small one. He also asked if this is a 

replacement ambulance. 

ROLL CALL

ALLINSON: AYE

CARMODY: ABSENT
FISHBEIN: AYE
LAFFIN: AYE

REGAN: AYE

REYNOLDS: AYE

TATTA: AYE
TESTA: ABSENT
MARRONE: AYE

6- AYE

0- NAY
2- ABSENT
MOTION: PASSED
11.
Discussion and possible action with regard to the Fire Department RFP – Chairman Marrone
MOTION WAS MADE to approve item #11.
MADE BY: MARRONE
SECONDED BY: LAFFIN
Chairman Marrone talked about the changes to the language that was provided in the backup.

Councilor Fishbein had a question about labor and management issue. He wanted to know
how to address the issue. 

Mayor Cervoni clarified the culture topic and what is really being talked about here. He
said it was really about labor relations that is the problem and is what needed to be addressed. 

There was a discussion on what language should be used for this RFP. 

ROLL CALL

ALLINSON: AYE

CARMODY: ABSENT
FISHBEIN: AYE
LAFFIN: AYE

REGAN: AYE

REYNOLDS: AYE

TATTA: AYE
TESTA: ABSENT
MARRONE: AYE

6- AYE

0- NAY
2- ABSENT
MOTION: PASSED
12.
Discussion and possible action for seeking proposals for development of senior housing to include affordable housing on the boat house property – Mayor  
MOTION WAS MADE to go approve item #12.
MADE BY: MARRONE
SECONDED BY: REGAN
Mayor Cervoni spoke about being approached for the past several months about this item. 

Don Crouch, Economic Development Specialist and Kevin Pagini, Town Planner spoke

about their idea for the development of senior housing by using the boat house property.  

Councilors expressed their opinions about what they thought should be done with the 

Boat House Property. 

A voice vote was cast and five out of the nine councilors were in favor of seeking proposals.

Councilor Carmody and Testa were absent and Fishbein was not in favor of this item.  

13.
Consider and approve the proposed Choate Bridge Easement Agreement – Law Dept.

MOTION WAS MADE to go approve item #13.
MADE BY: LAFFIN
SECONDED BY: ALLINSON

Allison Cady and William Wright from Chaote spoke about the easement agreement again

and explained again why they have a need for this bridge. 

The councilors voiced their opinions on this topic. There was a discussion about tabling 

this item till next meeting. 

MOTION WAS MADE to go table this item till next meeting.
MADE BY: REYNOLDS
SECONDED BY: LAFFIN

ROLL CALL

ALLINSON: AYE

CARMODY: ABSENT
FISHBEIN: AYE
LAFFIN: AYE

REGAN: AYE

REYNOLDS: AYE

TATTA: AYE
TESTA: ABSENT
MARRONE: AYE

6- AYE

0- NAY
2- ABSENT
MOTION: PASSED
14.
Report out on the ARPA program and accounting of expenditures and balance of funds – Councilor Reynolds 

Councilor Reynolds asked questions about the remaining ARPA funds.

The rest of the councilors expressed their opinions as to what to do with the remaining money

Seeing how it needs to be encumbered by the end of this year.  

15.
Executive Session pursuant to Connecticut General Statutes §1-225(f) and 
§1-200(6)(B) to discuss pending litigation in the matter of Pattison v. Town of Wallingford – Law Dept. 

MOTION WAS MADE to go into Executive Session at 8:57 pm for 

Items #15-17.
MADE BY: TATTA
SECONDED BY: FISHBEIN

Attendance in Executive Session was all councilors, Mayor Cervoni, Corporation Counsel

Small.

MOTION WAS MADE to come out of Executive Session and go back to 
the regular meeting at 9:30pm.
MADE BY: TATTA
SECONDED BY: FISHBEIN
16.
 Executive Session pursuant to Connecticut General Statutes §1-225(f) and §1-200(6)(B) regarding pending foreclosure matter of Town of Wallingford v. Lavoie – Law Dept. 

MOTION WAS MADE to go into Executive Session at 8:57 pm for 

Items #15-17.
MADE BY: TATTA
SECONDED BY: FISHBEIN

17.
Executive Session pursuant to Connect General Statutes §1-225(f), §1-200(6)(E), 
§1-200(9)(C) and §1-210(b)(10) regarding Gotspace Agreement – Law Dept.
MOTION WAS MADE to go into Executive Session at 8:57 pm for 

Items #15-17.
MADE BY: TATTA
SECONDED BY: FISHBEIN

18.
Discussion and possible action regarding the matter of Pattison v. Town of Wallingford as discussed in Executive Session – Law Dept. 
MOTION WAS MADE to approve item #18.
MADE BY: FISHBEIN
SECONDED BY: LAFFIN

19.
Discussion and possible action regarding the matter of Town of Wallingford v. Lavoie as discussed in Executive Session – Law Dept. 

MOTION WAS MADE to approve item #19.
MADE BY: TATTA
SECONDED BY: FISHBEIN

20.
Discussion and possible action on the formal termination of the Gotspace Agreement as discussed in Executive Session – Law Dept. 

MOTION WAS MADE to approve item #20.
MADE BY: TATTA
SECONDED BY: FISHBEIN

The meeting adjourned at 9:30 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Kristen Panzo

Town Clerk

Meeting digitally recorded

______________________________________________________________________

Joseph A. Marrone III, Chairman




Date

______________________________________________________________________

Kristen Panzo, Town Clerk





Date

In accordance with Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act- Individuals in need of auxiliary aids

for effective communication in programs and services of the Town of Wallingford are invited to make their

needs and preferences known to the ADA Compliance Coordinator at 203-294-2070 five days prior to meeting date.
Wallingford Town Hall, 45 South Main Street

Wallingford Town Hall, 45 South Main Street


