Wallingford Parks & Recreation Commission
Regular Meeting
Wednesday, September 11, 2024 @ 5:30 PM
6 Fairfield Blvd. Wallingford
Room 4 Conference Room

MEETING MINUTES

e Call Meeting to Order  John Sullivan Called the meeting to order @ 5:33 p.m.
e Pledge of Allegiance
e Roll Call

Commissioners in Attendance: Chairman John Sullivan, Vice Chairman Don Crouch, Steve
Rossacci, Lori Cooke-Marra, Lars Edeen

e Approval of prior meeting(s) minutes (May 15, 2024)

A motion was made by Lars Edeen and seconded by Lori Cooke-Marra
to approve the minutes from the Special Meeting on May 15th with minor corrections.
Vote: Unanimous

e  Public Comment (10 minutes) - none

* Trails Work Group Update — Doug Clark — Scott Gray was unable to attend. Doug Clark from the
working group attended and gave the update in his absence. The volunteers have been working
to clear trails that were affected by the recent hail storm. In process of updating the kiosk for
Ferguson Woods. Once complete will update the Tyler Mill kiosk. So far the Trail Work Group
have volunteered 1,400+ hours since May.

e Community Pool Project Update — Kenny Michaels — Kenny Michaels stated that the
comprehensive breakdown is being reviewed by the Mayor's office and the project will go back
out to bid. The cost of the project is currently $11.927M using the last proposal. John Sullivan
asked the commissioners to review the comprehensive breakdown and gather their questions
for continued discussion at the November meeting,

e Aquatic Partnership Proposal — Sean Doherty, YMCA — Sean Doherty was joined by JP Veniot,
Masonicare and Vic D’Amato, Ulbrich Steel to present the “Just Add Water” Campaign (att.).
Sean Doherty went through his presentation which included the plan layout, uses, occupancy,
scheduling, timeline, fundraising, construction plan, etc... There was discussion regarding what
pools the YMCA is using now, planning to use during each season, and how they plan to have
resident pool passes. There was conversations regarding budgets for maintenance, staffing, and
operational costs. Sean stated that they are currently shy $4M of their target and are asking for
$1M from the Town of Wallingford. Sean is hoping to get on the Town Council agenda in
October or November. John Sullivan stated that with the Community Pool back in discussion, the
commissioners cannot make any suggestion to the Department at this time. Sean should go to
Town Council to see if they will approve the $1M; and if approved, bring the discussion back to

Parks & Recreation Dept. and Commission to discuss further, ‘ bq{
RECEIVED FOR REGORD — A LID

ar L AND REGEIVED BY

P&RecCommRMMins091124 VYUMQOW%O ( L&l OWN CLERK

smh




e Lufbury Park Upgrades — Kenny Michaels — Kenny Michaels went over the layout {ait.) with the
commissioners. Layout shows a canceptual design of new playground equipment, pavilion and
parking. A brief discussion was had about security, a crosswalk in the parking lot, and the disc’
golf course, Security will be a continued conversation. There will be a lined crosswalk to the
restrooms. The disc golf course wili not be affected.

¢ Summer Program Review — Kenny Michaels — Kenny Michaels stated that it will be in the
Director’s Report and asked commissianers to review the report and bring any questions to the
November meeting.

Next Parks & Recreation Meeting: Wednesday, November 13, 2024
Motion to adjourn made by: Lars Fdeen Seconded hy: Steve Rossacci Vote: Unanimous
Adjourned @ 6:57 pm

Respectfully submitted,

Stacey Hoppes
Secretary
Wallingford Parks & Recreation Commissian
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WALLINGFORD TRAILS WORK GROUP

REPORT FOR JULY 2024

Of significance this month were an unusual amount of tree blowdowns blocking traifs in the
Tyler Mill Recreation Area. Strong windstorms accompanying multiple heavy rain events were
the source. Our area continues to have exceptionally above average rainfall this year.

¢ One work party removed 6 blowdowns on the Red north and White north trails.

o  One work party removed 1blowdown on the Red south trail.

e One work party returned to the Red and White north trails to remove 2 blowdowns.
e One work party removed 3 blowdowns from the Orange trail.

¢ One work party removed 3 blowdowns from the Blue south trail.

¢ One work party removed 2 blowdowns on the Pink trail {north & south).

s One work party removed another blowdown from the Red south trail.

* One work party removed 1 blowdown from the Green north trail.

s One work party removed the fallen tree from the Fresh Meadows boulder.

s One work party conducted significant brushing at Ferguson Woods, and removed 1
blowdown on the Yellow trail.

¢ One work party rebrushed the field edge trails in Tyler Mill.
¢ Multiple trails within Tyler Mill were worked for invasive removal by Larry Stowe.

e Trails Work Group members continued planning meetings in July, both among
themselves and with Mayor Cervoni & Kenny Michaels.

Since the last report dated 6/30/24, a total of 125 volunteer hours have been logged.

This brings the total Trails Work Group volunteer hours since 5/30/23 to 1,213,

Scott Gray ~ 7/31/24




WALLINGFORD TRAILS WORK GROUP

REPORT FOR AUGUST 2024

Of significance this month was the recent extremely damaging hail storm that struck
Wallingford on 8/26/24. This storm downed hundreds of tree branches & limbs on practicaily
every stretch of every trail in town, all needing physical removal. Additionally many full tree

blowdowns occurred, and heavy rain caused erosion issues as well.

One work party removed large fallen trees from the Red south trail, and the Blue/Black
trail in the Tyler Mill Recreation Area.

One work party removed large fallen trees in Tyler Mill as follows: One on Red north;
two on Purple; one on Mustard.

Three work parties removed smaller fallen trees with hand saws throughout the Tyler
Mill Recreation Area, as well as in Marcus Cook, Ferguson Woods and Bertini Park. These

work parties also removed dozens of erosional debris piles obstructing trails.

One work party conducted trail brushing at the Tyler Mill Northford Road parking area,
as well as on the adjacent Lilac Trail.

One work party conducted trail brushing in Tyler Mill on the Green & Purple trails.
One work party conducted trail brushing at Marcus Cook

Extensive invasive removal wark was conducted in the Tyler Mill Recreation Area on the
Purple & Green trails,

Trails Work Group members continue to meet among themselves and with town officials to

continue planning and organizational progress. These meeting are ongaing... Since

the last report dated 7/31/24, a total of 116 volunteer hours have been logged.

This brings the total Trails Work Group volunteer hours since 5/30/23 t0 1,329

Scott Gray ~ 8/31/24
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