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TOWN OF WALLINGFORD
PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

WALLINGFORD ELECTRIC DIVISION

100 JOHN STREET

WALLINGFORD, CT 06492
Tuesday, January 21, 2025

6:00 P.M.
MINUTES

APPROVED
2ulas

PRESENT: Chairman Robert Beaumont; Commissioners Dr. Joel Rinebold and Laurence
Zabrowski; Director Richard Hendershot; Electric Division General Manager Jake Arborio;
Electric Division Business Office Manager Marianne Dill; Water and Sewer Divisions General
Manager Neil Amwake; Water and Sewer Divisions Business Manager Donald Langenauer and

Acting Recording Secretary Michelle Bracale
Absent — None

Members of the Public — None

Mr. Beaumont called the Meeting to order at 6:00 P.M., and the pledge of Allegiance was

recited.

1. Pledge of Allegiance

2. Consent Agenda

a. Consider and Approve Meeting Minutes of January 7, 2025
b. Consider and Approve Meeting Minutes of January 9, 2025

Motion to Approve the Consent Agenda
Made by: Dr. Rinebold

Seconded by: Mr. Zabrowski
Votes: 3 ayes

3. Items Removed from Consent Agenda
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None

4. Discussion and Action: Approval of the Director’s Report for the Month of
December 2024

Dr. Rinebold referenced Page No. 4-15 New England Clean Energy Connect (NECEC) and
commented that the New England Clean Energy Connect with the capability to deliver 1,200
MW of electricity into New England from Hydro-Quebec starting in August 2026 is going to be
significant.

Mr. Beaumont questioned where is this going through?

Dr. Rinebold stated it is going into Maine.

Mr. Beaumont referenced Page No. 4-2 and questioned if there have been any changes in regards
to the vacancy position for Chief Maintainer, Distribution Crew?

Mr. Amwake stated that the Union still needs to sign off on the updated job description but is
hoping to have this at the Town Council Meeting on January 28, 2025. Mr. Amwake noted that
the Human Resources Department controls this process.

Motion to Approve the Director’s Report for the Month of December 2024

Made by: Mr. Zabrowski

Seconded by: Dr. Rinebold
Votes: 3 ayes

Public Question and Answer Period
None - No Members Present

Public Question and Answer Period Closed

5. Discussion and Possible Action: Budget Amendment — Water Division — FY
2024/2025 — Liability Insurance

Item Removed from Agenda
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6. Discussion and Possible Action: Piloting of Dewatering Processes — Budget
Amendment and Bid Waiver Concerning an update to the Solids Handling
Improvement Section (Chapter 5) of the “Facility Plan for the Wallingford
Water Pollution Control Facility”

Mr. Amwake stated that the WSD is in the midst of the Solids Handling Complex update.
Previously the PUC endorsed a bid waiver for AECOM to provide an update to the solids
handling section of the November, 2018 “Facility Plan for the Wallingford Water Pollution
Control Facility” (dated November 2, 2018) at the April 2, 2024 PUC meeting by a vote of 3
yeas and O nays. The Wallingford Town Council approved the bid waiver request at their April
23, 2024 meeting by a vote of 9 yeas and 0 nays.

There have been no significant capital expenditures put towards the Solids Handling Complex
since it was constructed and rehabilitated between 1987 and 1989. It is a very corrosive
environment. The updated Solids Handling Improvements Section (Chapter 5) of the Facility
Plan will include, though not be limited to, an evaluation and condition assessment of solids '
handling equipment and processes and a review of solids handling options, including: 1)
maintaining and rehabilitating the existing anaerobic digestion equipment and process, 2)
eliminating the anaerobic digestion process and dewatering the sludge to approximately 20%
solids for transportation and disposal offsite, or 3) eliminating the anaerobic digestion process
and thickening the sludge to approximately 6% solids for transportation and disposal offsite.

The transportation and disposal market does not support thickening the sludge to approximately
6%. In addition, the sludge transportation and disposal market is moving towards a minimutn
requirement of 20% solids (with a preferred 22% solids) versus the current requirement of the
18% solids for dewatered sludge. As of now the existing belt filter presses are achieving 16% to
18% solids and will not be sufficient. The belt filter presses will not be considered sufficient
whether the WSD keeps anaerobic digestion or whether the WSD eliminates aerobic digestion.

Therefore, AECOM is recommending and the WSD concurs, the piloting of two types of screw
presses to verify that the technologies available for sludge dewatering will be available to meet
the new disposal criteria. The existing agreement with AECOM did not mention piloting
therefore the WSD is requesting PUC endorsement of the following:

I. A modification to the existing bid waiver, to include piloting of select screw presses so
that AECOM can provide a more thorough and comprehensive update to the solids
handling improvement section of the November, 2018 “Facility Plan for the Wallingford
Water Pollution Control Facility” via existing funding in the WPCF Upgrades Project
design phase budget.

2. A bid waiver for FKC, Co. of Port Angeles, WA and for PWTech of Rosedale, MD to
each provide trailer mounted screw presses, staff and in-house sampling and laboratory
testing for screw press piloting.

3. AFY 2024-2025 budget amendment to Increase Account #46300331 — Treatment Plant
Structures and Improvements (Solids Handling Complex Update) by $142,500.00 for the
screw presses piloting as part of the update to the Solids Handling Improvements Section
(Chapter 5) of the Facility Plan. Funds for this purpose will be will be available to the
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capital budget through a corresponding increase to the Appropriation from Cash in the
Source of Funds section of the Water Division budget.

Mr. Amwake stated that the WSD would like to conduct the piloting for one-week period prior to
April 1% before the tertiary phosphate season and then one week after April I* once tertiary
phosphate season starts. The goal is to straddle the April 1% date by two weeks.

Mr. Zabrowski questioned what precipitated the change on the waste sludge?

Mr. Amwake responded that it is being driven by the wastewater sludge transportation and
disposal market. Too much liquid is not good for transportation or incineration.

Mr. Amwake referenced page 4 of the memo BID WAIVER TO PREPARE AN UPDATE TO
THE SOLIDS HANDLING IMPROVEMENT SECTION (CHAPTER 5) OF THE
“FACILITY PLAN FOR THE WALLINGFORD WATER POLLUTION CONTROL
FACILITY” and stated that the total present worth to maintain anaerobic digestion is
$18,502,000.00 and the total present worth for elimination of digestion is $11,692,000.00. This is
present value for 2024,

Dr. Rinebold commented that it does seem like a lot of money but the WSD would risk more if
they didn’t have all of the information to test and pilot. The WSD should stay with AECOM and
he believes the piloting is justified.

Motion to Endorse a medification to the existing bid waiver with AECOM, to include
piloting of select screw presses so that AECOM can provide a more thorough and
comprehensive update to the solids handling improvement section of the November, 2018
“Facility Plan for the Wallingford Water Pollution Control Facility” (dated November 2,
2018) via existing funding in the WPCF Upgrades Project design phase budget

Made by: Dr. Rinebold
Seconded by: Mr. Beaumont
Votes: 3 ayes

Dr. Rinebold questioned where did these two companies come from?

Mr. Amwake stated these came over from AECOM. These were the top two firms based on
current available sludge data.

There was a long-detailed discussion on the options of not endorsing the bid waiver and consider
going out to open bids to have other companies come in as well as the technology and the pilot.

Dr. Rinebold noted that this was not an ¢asy decision as this is a lot of money, looking at long
time processes early and saving the rate payers from looking at minimizing risks.
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Motion to Endorse a bid waiver for FKC, Co. of Port Angeles, WA and for PWTech of
Rosedale, MD to each provide trailer mounted screw presses, staff and in-house sampling
and laboratory testing for screw press piloting

Made by: Dr. Rinebold
Seconded by: Mr. Zabrowski
Votes: 3 ayes

Motion to Approve a Budget Amendment for the Sewer Division ~ FY 2024/2025 to

increase Account #46300331 — Treatment Plant Structures and Improvements (Solids
Handling Complex Update) by $142,500.00 for the screw press piloting as part of the
update to the Solids Handling Improvements Section (Chapter 5) of the Facility Plan

Made by: Mr. Zabrowski
Seconded by: Dr. Rinebold
Votes: 3 ayes

7. Discussion Only: Rate Comparison

Mirs. Dill stated that the WED staff prepared a comparison of monthly residential electric rates of
the investor owned and municipal utilities in Connecticut. After all of the data was pulled in
Groton Utilities currently has the lowest residential rates in the state at this point. The monthly
bill for a 750 kWh residential customer is $128.96 versus $129.54 for a 750 kWh residential
customer in Wallingford. However, Groton utilities has a rate increase scheduled for April 1,
2025 which will increase the monthly bill for a 750 kWh residential customer to $130.70. Since
the last study, Eversource has gone up $19.68, UI $36.15 and Norwich $5.86. The January, 2025
Residential Rates Chart referenced in Item No. 7-2 does reflect these increases.

Dr. Rinebold thanked and complimented Mrs. Dill for the well-done report.

8. Executive Session pursuant to State of Connecticut General Statutes §1-
200(6)(E), §1-200, §1-210(b)(5)(B) and §7-232a to discuss Power Supply
Agreement

Motion was made to move into Executive Session at 6:54 p.m. pursuant to State of
Connecticut General Statutes §1-200(6)(EY, §1-200, §1-210(b)(5)(B) and §7-232a to discuss
Power Supply Agreements

Made by: Mr. Zabrowski
Seconded by: Dr. Rinebold
Votes: 3 ayes
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Attendance at Executive Session: Chairman Robert Beaumont; Commissioners Dr. Joel
Rinebold and Laurence Zabrowski; Director Richard Hendershot; Electric Division
General Manager Jake Arborio and Electric Division Business Office Manager Marianne

Dill

Time of Executive Session: 6:54 p.m. to 8:01 p.m.

9. Discussion and Possible Action: Power Supply Agreements as discussed in
Executive Session pursuant to State of Connecticut General Statutes §1-
200(6)(E), §1-200, §1-210(b)(5)(B) and §7-232a to discuss Power Supply

Agreements

Motion to Endorse the purchase power agreements with Brookfield Renewable Partners
L.P. (Pontook Operating Limited Partnership and Brookfield White Pine Hydro LL.C)

subjeet to Town Council approval

Made by: Dr. Rinebold
Seconded by: Mr. Zabrowski
Votes: 3 ayes

ADJOURNMENT
Motion to Adjourn
Made by: Mr. Beaumont

Seconded by: Mr. Zabrowski
Votes: 3 ayes

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:05 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Mhise Bhcacc

Michelle Bracale
Acting Recording Secretary

Respectfully submitted,

cywmcc Zvénwrt i

Laurence J. Zabrowski
Secretary



