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APPROVED
TOWN OF WALLINGFORD 32l1)2¢
PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
WALLINGFORD ELECTRIC DIVISION
100 JOHN STREET

WALLINGFORD. CT 06492
Wednesday, February 18, 2026

6:00 P.M.

MINUTES

PRESENT: Chairman Robert Beaumont; Commissioners Dr. Joel Rinebold and Laurence
Zabrowski; Director Richard Hendershot; Mayor Vincent Cervoni; Electric Division General
Manager Jake Arborio; Electric Division Business Office Manager Marianne Dill; Electric
Division Energy Conservation Specialist Donald Mauritz; Water and Sewer Divisions General
Manager Neil Amwake; Water and Sewer Divisions Business Manager Donald Langenauer;
Water and Sewer Divisions Assistant Business Office Manager Scott Cleary and Acting
Recording Secretary Michelle Bracale

Absent — None

Members of the Public — Gerald E. Farrell, Sr., Jeremy Grossman and Naresh Komal

Mr. Beaumont called the Meeting to order at 6:00 P.M., and the pledge of Allegiance was
recited.

1. Pledge of Allegiance

2. Discussion and Action: Resolution — Gerald E. Farrell, Sr. (Item moved from #8)

Mr. Beaumont stated that Attorney Gerald E. Farrell, Sr. served over forty-two years with the
Town of Wallingford working with the Department of Public Utilities. Mr. Farrell joined the
Wallingford Department of Law in 1983 where he was Assistant Town Attorney for twenty-eight
years, then became the Town Attorney and has been so for the last fourteen years. Attorney
Farrell was able to accomplish obtaining the last grant given by the Federal Clean Water Act in
the amount of $43,000.000.00 to build the Wastewater Treatment Plant. Also, he, along with
Attorney Robert O’Neil went to arbitration on their beliefs that CMEEC was overcharging the
WED and recuperated over $3.000.000.00.
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Mr. Beaumont commented that Attorney Farrell has done a superior job. Mr. Beaumont thanked
and praised Mr. Farrell for everything he has done for the utilities over the last forty years.

Mr. Beaumont read the resolution as stated in [tem No. 8-1.

Mr. Farrell thanked everyone and stated that it has been a privilege and an honor to be the Town
Attorney of Wallingford. The PUC is part of what makes Wallingford such a great Town.

Motion to: Approve the Resolution for Gerald E. Farrell, Sr.
Made by: Dr. Rinebold

Seconded by: Mr. Zabrowski
Votes: 3 ayes

3. Consent Agenda

a. Consider and Approve Special Meeting Minutes of January 21, 2026
Motion to: Approve the Consent Agenda
Made by: Mr. Zabrowski

Seconded by: Dr. Rinebold
Votes: 3 ayes

4. Items Removed from Consent Agenda

None

5. Discussion and Action: Director’s Report — Month of January 2026

Mr. Beaumont referenced Item No. 4-18 and noted for the first five months of the fiscal year the
WED is paying +$1,300,000.00 more than last year when it was the forward reserve market.

Mr. Zabrowski stated that he agrees that the Day-Ahead Ancillary Service charges are way too
high.

Mr. Hendershot stated that he has had conversations with Energy New England and they are
starting to look at ideas and possible strategies for hedging Day Ahead Ancillary Service
Charges.
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Dr. Rinebold thanked Mr. Hendershot for all the information that was sent over for review.
Mr. Zabrowski questioned if this will drop off at any point in time?

Mr. Hendershot responded no, this is a component of the [SO-NE market and the ISO-NE tariffs
and will be this way until ISO-NE changes it.

Motion to: Approve the Director’s Report for the Month of January 2026

Made by: Mr. Zabrowski
Seconded by: Dr. Rinebold
Votes: 3 aves

Public Question and Answer Period
None

Public Question and Answer Period Closed

6. Discussion and Possible Action: Customer Appeal — Sewer Division — 448 North
Colony Road (ftem Moved)

Mr. Langenauer stated that on October 1, 2025 the WWSD Business Office contacted BAS
Properties, LLC and spoke to the car wash Site Manager, Jeremy Grossman, to inform him of a
high consumption for his upcoming November 2025 WWSD bill. It was noted that the
November 2025 quarterly invoice retlected a consumption of 74,000 cf (approximately 553,500
gallons) reflecting a charge of $8,757.00. Mr. Grossman informed the WWSD that there had
been a broken pipe that was responsible for this high consumption. On December 9, 2025, Mr.
Komal visited the customer window to request relief of the November 2025 bill. Mr. Komal
stated that the Scrubbin’ Bubbles car wash business at this address had been closed for more than
two years. [t was explained to Mr. Komal that he could request a sewer credit through a PUC
appeal process only if this water would not have gone into the public sanitary sewer collection
and treatment system. On January 22, 2026, two WWSD Inspectors went to the property to
investigate the leak event identified by the property owner, The WWSD Inspectors found two
floor drains in the immediate area of the identified leak. The floor was pitched to allow for water
to properly enter these floor drains. The floor drains are connected to the sanitary sewer lateral
for the property per plans filed and retained by the WWSD Engineering Section. In addition,
there was no noted water damage on the walls. Given the amount of water consumption, the
inspectors would have expected to see significant water damage had the water not gone into the
drain and ultimately the public sanitary sewer and collection and treatment system. As a result,
the water would have in fact been treated, and a sewer credit would not be warranted.
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Mr. Grossman stated that it wasn’t a pipe but a hose. An employee was straightening up and left
the hose on and it burst.  Mr. Grossman drove to the property the next day to get the mail and
noticed the water coming out of the building. The water was immediately shut off.

Mr. Komal stated that the business has been closed for over two years. This was not done on
purpose.

Dr. Rinebold stated that we know the water was used and questioned did the water go down
through the flow drain and into the sewer system where the water was treated, or did it go out of
the building and into the grass area where it did not use the sewer?

Mr. Langenauer referenced the photos in Item No. 6-10 and Item No. 6-11 and stated that the
pictures identify the drains in the area and the pitch of the floor. The WWSD suspects that
because of the pitch in the floor the water would have gone down the drain which means it would
have gone into the sewer system. [f the water did not go down the drain there would have been
visible evidence of water damage on the walls.

Mr. Amwake confirmed that the floor drains are tied to the sanitary sewer system per the
plumbing and layout plans. The WWSD investigates all customer appeals to the best of their
ability. The water has gone through the meter and there is no proof that the water did not go into
the sanitary sewer system.

Dr. Rinebold questioned how could water have by-passed the floor drains and gone out into the
grass area by the parking lot?

Mr. Amwake stated it is not the WWSD’s responsibility to prove.

Mr. Langenauer stated that there are other businesses next door and if it had not gone down the
drain the other businesses would have been complaining about the water flooding the area.

Mr. Langenauer stated that the WWSD can offer a one-year payment plan and can set this up
with the customer directly.

Mr. Amwake stated that sewer usage is based off of 75% of the water consumption.
Mr. Beaumont stated the previous bill was $332.00 which is the Basic Service Fee.

No Action Taken

7. Discussion and Possible Action: Update Policy E-3 — Residential Customer’s
Policy Regarding Home Energy Savings' Program

Mr, Mauritz stated that the WED Policy E-3 was last revised on October 17, 2014, Since then,
there have been changes to the Home Energy Savings (HES) Program that are not reflected in the
current policy. The proposed revisions to the Policy E-3 are:
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I. To update the stated purpose to more accurately reflect current program objectives (i.e.
provide basic weatherization services and information on other energy efficiency
improvements),

To change policy to allow customers to participate more than once. This change is
consistent with the Home Energy Solutions Program offered by Eversource Gas and
Southern Connecticut Gas Company.

To add a requirement linking participating in HES as a prerequisite to qualifying for
WED’s Insulation Rebate. This ensures that existing insulation levels are determined by a
trained technician and that air sealing is completed prior to insulation being added.

[ S

L2

Mr. Mauritz shared the tracked changes to the Policy E-3 with the PUC to review.

Mr. Beaumont referenced ltem No. 5-3 and noted that paragraph 8. is a new item added to the
Policy E-3: Only customers that have participated in the HES Program and exceed the duct
leakage threshold (as determined by HES Technicians) qualify for duct sealing.

Motion to: Approve the Revised Policy E-3 — Residential Customer’s Policy Regarding
Home Energy SavingsTM Program

Made by: Dr. Rinebold
Seconded by: Mr. Zabrowski
Votes: 3 aves

8. Discussion and Possible Action: Budget Amendment — Sewer Division - FY
2025/2026 — Miscellaneous Expenses (Account #46100643)

Mr. Langenauer stated that the WSD typically budgets for natural gas at its water pollution
control facility based upon historical usage. This vear’s budget of $55.000.00 was based upon
Eversource Gas invoices for the prior three fiscal years. Recently. natural gas usage at the WPCF
has increased significantly. Initially, the Business Office worked with WSD leadership to make
changes within the WPCF to reduce natural gas usage. When these revisions did not have any
noticeable impact on natural gas consumption. the Business Oftice contacted Eversource Gas to
ingquire as to why consumption had increased significantly from prior fiscal years. The Business
Office was informed by Eversource Gas that on April 16, 2025 an Eversource Gas technician
identified that the battery in the natural gas meter located at the WPCF was inoperable. Based on
prior Eversource Gas invoices the gas meter battery stopped working on or around November 2.
2021 per WSD calculations. Between November 2, 2021 and April 15, 2025, the natural gas
usage at the WPCF was recorded as 0 ccf. As such. during this period Eversource Gas invoices
for natural gas usage at the WPCF retlected the Customer Service Charge and Daily Demand
Meter Charge (basic service fees) plus a Demand Charge and SER Mechanism charges as
applicable. While the technician replaced the battery. Eversource Gas did not notify the
Wallingford Sewer Division that the battery stopped working nor that it had been replaced. This
coupled with one of the coldest winters in quite some time and significantly increased natural gas
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prices has resulted in a budget shortfall for natural gas at the water pollution control facility. The
WSD anticipates that it will require an additional $65,000.00 to meet the natural gas
consumption for the WPCF for the remainder of the fiscal year for a FY 2025-2026 total of
$120,000.00. Funds for this purpose will be made available through a corresponding transfer
from Cash in the Source of Funds section of the Sewer Division budget.

Motion to: Approve a Budget Amendment — Sewer Division — FY 2025/2026 to Increase
Account #46100643 — Miscellaneous Expenses by $65,000.00 from Retained Earnings

Made by: Mr. Zabrowski

Seconded by: Dr. Rinebold
Votes: 3 ayes

Committee Reports/Correspondence

ADJOURNMENT
Motion to Adjourn
Made by: Dr. Rinebold

Seconded by: Mr. Zabrowski
Votes: 3 ayes

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 6:58 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, Respectfully submitted.
Z/ﬂ‘ UX/-(M ﬁz_@, lrerence  (ahmusic. [nl
Michelle Bracale Laurence J. Zabrowski

Acting Recording Secretary Secretary
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